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THE STORY 


THE PARABLES. 
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Our Saviour teaching by Parables—The Prodigal Son—The Seed sown 
by the Wayside, in Stony Places, among Thorns, and on Good Grouna 
—The Enemy Sowing Tares—What the Kingdom of God ts like— 
The Rith Man and his Debtors—The Wicked Labourers in the 
Vineyard—The Disobedient Labourer—Rewarding all alike—The 
Marriage Feast—Necessity of having a Marriage Garment—The 
Wise and Foolish Virgins—The Use of the Talents—The House 
buzlt on a Rock—The Rich Man and his Soul—The Rich Man, Dives, 
ana the Beggar, Lazarus—The Unjust Steward—The Widow's Prayer 

—The Pharisee and Publican—The Good Samaritan. 


« HEN our Saviour was on earth, and 
& walked and talked with His disciples, He 
taught them much about Himself and 
His heavenly Father, and the duty 
of men towards God and towards each 
other, by means of short stories, or 
“ parables,” as they are named in the New Testament. 
We should always try to understand the meaning of 
hard or strange words, and a “ parable” is a tale, or 
anecdote, which explains some moral or religious truth, 
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which might not otherwise be understood so easily by 
young or simple-minded persons. We know that the 
stories in our lesson-books have a “moral” at the end, 
and that when we read about a disobedient or greedy 
boy or girl, we are to learn from the story that we must 
not be disobedient or greedy. The disciples of Jesus 
were nearly all poor men who had not much learning, 
and they “came to him as little children,’ and were 
taught as little children are. Jesus taught them how 
loving and merciful the Father was; how necessary it 
was that their faith should be true and not change ; how 
they were likely to commit sin if they were not watchful; 
how they should love and help one another, and many 
other beautiful lessons, by parables referring to things 
which they saw around them. The fig-trees, of which 
there were so many in the country about Jerusalem; 
the vineyards in which the country people worked; 
the wheat which grew in the fields; the sheep which 
sometimes strayed away, and the shepherd who sought 
and found them ; the wretched beggars in the streets of 
the city; the wedding feasts which the rich people made 
—all these things the Lord spoke about, and taught 
His disciples what a beautiful meaning they had if 
rightly understood. And not only the disciples, but 
Christians ever since that time, have learned from these 
parables to love God with all their heart and soul, and 
their neighbours as themselves, and to do unto others 
as they would be done unto. 
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There are in the four Gospels about twenty beauti- 
ful parables, which, if you read them carefully, will tell 
you how good and loving Jesus was, how tender to 
sinners, and how He desired to lead men to the love 
and knowledge of God. 


JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


How happy the parable of the Prodigal Son must 
have made many a poor sinner who had repented or 
his sins, but almost feared that he had been too wicked 
for God to forgive him. The story is in the 15th 
chapter of St. Luke, where Jesus tells us that a rich 
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man had two sons, and the younger of the two asked 
his father to give him his portion of the wealth that 
would one day be his. The father did so, and the 
young man went away to another country, lived 
wickedly, and wasted his money, so that at last he 
had spent it all, and was in rags, and starving, 
and he would have been glad to eat the food which 
was given to the pigs. He was very sorry and ashamed 
of himself, but he knew that his father was loving and 
forgiving, and he made up his mind to go back and 
ask him to pity him, and take him back into his house. 
He said to himself, “I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.” 
He would have been quite content to go back and 
work hard as a servant, even for hard food and small 
wages; but when his father saw him coming, he ran to 
meet him and fell on his neck and kissed him. He 
ordered a feast to be made, and the best of everything 
to be prepared. The elder brother who had always been 
obedient and good, at first thought it unfair that his. 
wasteful (for that is the meaning of the word “ prodigal ” ). 
brother should be so well-treated, and complained that 
his father had never made a feast for him; but the 
father replied, that all that he had was the elder son’s. 
by right; but, ‘‘ it was meet that we should make merry, 
and be glad; for this thy brother was dead”—that is, the. 
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THE RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL SON. 
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same as dead, for he had gone away and they never 
thought to see him again—‘“and is alive again; and 
was lost, and is found.” We learn by this that God 
welcomes back the repentant sinner, and that, as we are 
_ taught in another part of the same Gospel, there is joy 
in heaven over a sinner that repenteth. 

Jesus cautioned His disciples against forgetting what 
He told them, and showed them by a parable what 
sometimes prevents the Gospel being properly received. 
Of course they had often seen the country people about 
sowing seed, and our Lord reminded them that some 
seeds fall by the wayside, and are eaten up by the 
birds; others fall upon stony places, and although they 
may at first spring up, the plant soon withers away be- 
cause there is no depth of earth to nourish it; other seeds 
fall among thorns, which hinder the growth; but others 
fall into good ground, and take root well, and the wheat 
comes up strong and healthy, and there is a large yield 
of grain. At first the. disciples could not see the mean- 
ing of the lesson Jesus was teaching; but He explained 
that, with those who heard the Gospel and did not take 
pains to understand it, but cared nothing about it, the 
seed had fallen by the wayside; it might be said to be 
sown in stony places when the hearer at first received 
the Gospel joyfully, but would not follow its teaching if 
a time of trouble came, allowing his faith, at first 
promising well, to wither. If the hearer thought too 
much of the things of this world and gave his heart 
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THE ENEMY SOWING TARES. 
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to riches, then the cares which he felt choked the 
word, as the thorns choked the plant. But when the 
hearer of the Gospel understood it, and made it the 
guide of his life, and loved it, then the seed had fallen 
on good ground, and brought forth fruit. 

After this parable Jesus told another, also about 
sowing wheat. He said a man sowed good seed, but 
in the night an enemy came and sowed tares, or weeds, 
. among the wheat, so that the good grain and the weeds 
grew up together. The farmer’s servants asked him if 
they should pull up the tares; but he said, “Nay, lest 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat 
with them; let them both grow together until the 
harvest.” Then, he said, the reapers could gather the 
_ tares into a bundle and burn them, and put the wheat 
into the barn. This parable was as hard to be under- 
stood as the other; but the disciples saw how much — 
meaning there was in it when the Lord explained that 
the farmer meant Himself, that the seeds of wheat were 
those who believed on Him, the enemy was the devil, 
and the tares were the wicked men whom he led away. 
Good men and bad men would be together in the world; 
but at the end of the world, the angels, like reapers, 
would gather out of all kingdoms the wicked ones, and 
cast them into everlasting fire; but “ the righteous 
should shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of the 
Father.” 

In several parables our Saviour described the king- 
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dom of heaven, and the influence of the Gospel in 
leading men to God. It was like a fisher’s net which 
drew up fish of every kind. The fishermen took care 
of the good and wholesome fish, and cast away the bad; 
so, at the end of the world, the angels would separate 
good from wicked men. To show how the Gospel, which 
He then preached to only a few, should come to be 
preached over the world, He likened it to a grain of 
very small seed, which came to be a very large tree, in the 
branches of which the birds of the air lodged. And to 
teach His disciples that the Word of God was more pre- 
cious than all the wealth of the world, and that all who 
follow Him should be ready to give all they have to 
possess its blessing, He compared it to a treasure hid 
in a field, to buy which a man would sell all that he 
had; and to a pearl of such great value that a merchant 
would give all his money to purchase it. 

Once Jesus went into the house of a Pharisee and 
sat down to eat with him. While there, a sinful woman, 
Mary Magdalene, came and stooped at His feet, washing 
them with her tears, and wiping them with the hair of 
her head, and afterwards anointing them with ointment. 
The Pharisee was astonished that Jesus should allow this 
woman, who was known to be very wicked, to come near 
Him. Then Jesus told him a parable about a rich man 
who had two debtors, one of whom owed him ten times 
as much as the other. He forgave them both, and, 
asked Jesus, which would love him most? Simon, the 
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Pharisee, directly said, “ He to whom he forgave most.” 
Jesus then showed that the woman whose great sins were 
forgiven, because she had faith, would love Him more 
than those who had not been forgiven so much—* To 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” 

In all His teaching Jesus warned His disciples that 
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THE LABOURERS 1N THE VINEYARD. 


they would have trouble in the world, and told them 
that He must suffer for His people. He reminded 
them that the prophets had foretold that, “ When he 
should come to his own his own would receive him not,” 
and He particularly taught them this in the parable 
of the Wicked Labourers in the Vineyard. Perhaps while 
He spoke to His disciples, they were near some of the 
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vineyards, of which there were many, and the sight of 
them must have made them attend more carefully to 
the words which Jesus spake. They could perhaps see 
the master, or “lord of the vineyard,” as he was often 
called, directing his men in the work, and they could 
easily understand how necessary it was that he should 
be obeyed by those who worked. Jesus told how the 
owner of a vineyard went away to a foreign country, 
and when the time came for the fruit to be gathered he 
sent his servants to the men to receive it. But the 
labourers killed these servants, and others also who were 
sent afterwards. Then the master sent his son, but the 
men thought that if they killed him they would be able 
to take all the fruit themselves, as the master could 
not come back, and there would be no son to take his 
place. So they killed their young master. But the father 
did come back, and when he came he destroyed those 
wicked men and let the vineyard to others who would 
“render him the fruits in their seasons.’’ We should 
think the disciples understood this parable; for we can 
easily see that the master was God; the labourers, or 
husbandmen, were the Jewish people, to whose care had 
been entrusted the vineyard, or the true religion of the 
Lord; that the servants sent were the prophets, who 
were despised and killed; and that the son was Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, who would also be slain; and 
that, as a punishment, the care of the vineyard would 


be taken from the Jews and given to the nations of the 
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world, who would render the fruit of faith and good 
works. 

There were other parables about vineyards. One was. 
that a father told two of his sons to go and work. One 
said he would not, but afterwards repented and went ;. 
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GUESTS FETCHED TO THE MARRIAGE FEAST. 


the other said he would go, but did not. Jesus asked 
His disciples which of the two did the will of his father. 
They answered at once, the first; he who having been at 
first disobedient, was sorry for it, and then obeyed. 
This, like the parable of the Prodigal Son, showed how 
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loving and merciful God is to the penitent sinner. The 
same lesson was taught in another parable about labourers 
in a vineyard, who complained that those who only came 
to work at a late hour in the day were paid as much as 
those who had worked all day long in the heat. The 
lord of the vineyard asked them if they had not 
received all they had been promised, and they admitted 
they had. Then, said the master, I have done you no 
wrong, and he would reward those who came last as 
freely as he pleased. It was, once more, the case of 
the penitent sinner coming late, it might be, perhaps, 
at the last hour of the day—that is, of his life—but 
receiving the reward which his Father gives to those 
who come to Him. 

Another parable, intended by our Lord to show that 
some of those to whom the message of the Gospel was 
offered would not receive it, but that others who seemed 
to be far off would be brought in; is that of the Marriage 
Feast of the King’s Son. The union of Christ with His 
Church is often compared to a marriage; the bridegroom 
being the Saviour, and Church of the redeemed the 
bride. And in this parable we are told that the king 
sent out invitations to many to come to the feast, but 
they would not come. Then the king, being angry 
with them, sent out into the highways and byways, 
and fetched in guests to the feast. Here, again, we are 
taught how the blessing of God was taken away from 
-the disobedient Jews, and the invitation to come into 
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the kingdom of God was given to all people. But 
there was one came who had not a wedding garment, 
that is, was not fitted to be with the other guests, and 
he was cast into outer darkness. So will it be with all 
who profess to be God’s people, but who have not 
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THE GUEST WHO DID NOT HAVE A WEDDING GARMENT. 


the “wedding garment” of faith in Christ and a holy 
life. 

Marriages were, in the East, made the occasion of great 
rejoicing, and Jesus, who had Himself been present as a 
“guest at a wedding feast, and had performed a miracle 
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to add to the pleasure of the company, made them 
the subject of other’ parables besides that of the marriage 
of the king’s son. 


It was the custom for young girls to go to meet 
the bridegroom bearing lamps; and Jesus, in the 
parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins, tells us 
that five who went forgot to provide oil, and when, at 
night, they were told that the bridegroom was coming, 
they were unable to light their lamps. Five others were 
wise, and had the oil ready. They were asked to give 
some, but would not, and the foolish girls had to go to 
seek a place where they could buy oil. While they were 
away, thebrideg room came, and, with those who were 
ready to receive him, went into the house, and then 
the door was shut. When those who had been to buy 
oil came back, they cried, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!” 
but he said, “I know you not.” Jesus explained the 
meaning of this parable by saying, ‘‘ Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of Man cometh.” Let us all pray that, when He 
does come, we may be all found prepared, not like the 
foolish virgins whose lamps were not ready. 

It is our duty to work well to improve the gifts with 
which God has blessed us, and to use them to 
advantage, whether they be abilities, or riches, or oppor- 
tunities of doing good. This is the will of God, and 
Jesus taught it in the parable of the Talents. A talent 
was, with the Jews, a large piece of silver used as money, 
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and Jesus described a rich man going to a far country, and 
leaving with his servants talents for them to use while he 
was away. Toone he gave five talents, to another two, 
and to another one. The first two traded with the money 
and gained more, but he that had only one talent hid it in 
the ground. When the lord returned he was pleased with 
those who had so used the talents as to gain more, and 
said to each, “ Well done, good and faithful servant, thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” 
He then asked the man who had only one talent what he 
had done with it. All he could say was that he knew 
that his master was a hard man, and he was afraid to use 
his talent, but had hidden it away, and there it was now, 
as safe as when he received it. His lord was very angry, 
called him a wicked and slothful servant, took from him 
the one talent, and gave it to him that had ten, ordering 
that the unprofitable servant should be cast into outer 
darkness. We must not think that Jesus meant by this 
that we were to be very eager to gain money, for that is 
contrary to all His teaching; but by the talents He meant, 
as we have said, the gifts of God, and we must use them, 
too, so as to increase their value; and if we do nothing 
with them we shall be unprofitable servants, and the Lord 
will be displeased with us, and punish us for being idle. 
There is similar teaching in the parable of the Barren 
Fig Tree. A certain man, the Lord tells us, had a fig 
tree planted in His vineyard, and when the time came that 
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it should bear fruit there was none. He told the man 
who had the care of the trees to cut it down, as it was 
useless; but the man said he would dig about it, and so 
loosen the earth near the roots, and take care of it, and 
then perhaps it would bear fruit; if not, it could then be 
cut down. We may learn from this that the Lord is 
patient, and that if there is any promise at all on our part 
of showing the fruits of righteousness, He will watch over 
and help us. | 

That if we have firm faith in the goodness and provi- 
dence of God we shall stand secure, is taught in the 
parable of the House Built on a Rock. He who hears the 
Word of the Lord, and obeys it, is like a man who builds 
his house firmly on a rock; the floods may come, and beat 
against that house, but cannot shake it, for it has a firm 
foundation; but he who hears only, and does not live 
according to the Word, is like him who builds upon the 
earth only, without a good foundation—the floods will 
come and destroy it. 

But we may mistake the foundation on which we rest 
our hopes, and think that if we are rich in this world we 
have all that is necessary. This sad error was pointed out 
by Jesus in the parable of the Rich Man, whose land 
brought forth so plenteously that the barns would not con- 
tain all his wealth. He said to himself, I will build larger 
barns, and when I have put there all my fruits and goods, 
I will say to my soul, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” 
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But, said our Saviour, God said unto him, “ Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee ; then whose shall 
those things be which thou hast provided?” Jesus Himself 
has told us most clearly what this parable means, by His 
words, ‘‘So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and 
is not rich toward God.” 
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DIVES AND LAZARUS. 


The question asked by our Lord, “ What will it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?”’ 
is answered even more clearly in the parable of the Rich 
Man, Dives, and the Beggar, Lazarus. Dives was a rich 
man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and feasted 
splendidly every day. Lying at his gate was a poor man, 
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Lazarus, starving, and covered with sores, who begged for 
the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. The poor 
man died, and was taken to heaven, where he rested on 
the bosom of Abraham. The rich man died also, and 
having lived without God, was cast into the place of 
torment. He could see Lazarus in heaven, and he cried 
piteously to Abraham to send him with a drop of water to 
cool his tongue, for he was tormented in the flame. But 
Abraham reminded him that in life he had received his 
share of good things, and Lazarus of evil things, and that 
then it was too late. Dives then begged that Lazarus 
might be sent to the home he had left to warn his five 
brothers, so that they might not, like him, come to the 
place of torment. Abraham answered, “They have Moses 
and the prophets, if they will not hear them, neither will 
they be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” We 
have more than Moses and the prophets to teach us; we 
have the life and doctrines of the Saviour, who has promised 
us everlasting life and joy in His presence. ‘“ How shall 
we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” 

Jesus also taught us by the parable of the Wine in New 
and Old Bottles, that we must be renewed by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit before we can be fitted for salvation; and 
by the parable of the Lost Sheep, that God seeks to save 
us, as a shepherd who has lost a sheep searches for it in 
the wilderness, and rejoices when he has found it. So also 
a woman, if she has lost a piece of silver, lights a candle, 


and sweeps the house, and seeks diligently until she finds 
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- it; and, when found, she calls upon her neighbours to rejoice 
with her that she has found that which she had lost. It 
was after relating these two parables that Jesus taught the 
love and mercy of God by saying, ‘1 say unto you, there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth.” 

That if we desire the favour of God we should act faith- 
fully in the affairs of this world, is taught in the parable of 
the Unjust Steward, who, having been charged with wasting 
his master’s goods, was called upon to make up his account. 
He knew that his master would turn him away, so he tried 
to make friends of those who owed money, that “when I 
am put out of the stewardship they may receive me into 
their houses.” He told some of them who owed much 
that they might say they owed less, and so his master 
would be cheated; but, said our Lord, “ He that is faithful ~ 
in that which is least, is faithful also in much: if therefore 
ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon 
(money), who will commit to your trust the true riches?” 
The true riches, of course, you understand, means faith and 
trust in God, and the blessing of salvation. 

These blessings are only to be obtained by continued 
prayer. We must not be weary of asking, but must wait 
for the Lord, in His wisdom, to bestow, if He see fit, 
what we have prayed for. This was taught by Jesus in the 
parable of the Widow and the Judge. The poor woman 
went to the judge to protect her against some one who 


tried to injure her. The judge feared not God nor man, 
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and would not hear her. Day after day she came to him 
for justice, and at last he said, “ Because this widow 
troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me.” Having related this parable, 
which showed that even an unjust man would hear at 


JESUS HEALING THE CRIPPLE. 


last, Jesus asked, “Shall not God avenge his own elect, 
which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long 
with them?” 

But if we would be heard, we must pray in a proper 
spirit, not asking as a right, in our pride thinking 
that we deserve that our prayers should be heard, but 
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humbly confessing our sins, and praying God, in His 
mercy, to forgive us. A great lesson is taught us in 
the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican. In the 
New Testament the word “ publican’? means one who 
was employed in collecting the public taxes, and, there- 
fore, was much disliked by the people, and considered 
to be a man of vile character. Yet Jesus chose one 
of his apostles, Matthew, from this class, and, in this 
beautiful parable, selects a publican to teach us how to 
pray properly. He tells us that a Pharisee—you know 
that a Pharisee was one of those who prided themselves 
on being more religious, and knowing more of the 
Scriptures and of God’s will than other Jews did—and 
a publican went to the temple to pray. The Pharisee 
stood up and thanked God that he was not so wicked 
as other men, that he observed all the fasts commanded 
by the law, and gave away some of his wealth. He 
was so satisfied with himself that he thought the Lord 
would be pleased with him, and would accept his 
worship. The poor publican, knowing that he was a 
sinner, scarcely dared to come into the temple, or so 
much as lift up his eyes to heaven, and only said, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.” His humility and 
sorrow for his sins were acceptable to God; for, said 
Jesus, “I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other: for every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased* and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.” 
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The lesson of this parable is like that of another, in 
which a guest at a marriage feast, thinking his own 
merit so great, took the highest place at the table, 
but was removed by the giver of the feast, who sent 
him to the lowest seat, and called up one who had 
humbly placed himself at the bottom of the table. 
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Like this guest, and the poor publican, we must 
approach God humbly, not trusting in our own merits, 
* but in those of the Saviour. 

The parables we have been reading teach us how 
the Spirit of God will work in our hearts to make us 
fit for the kingdom of heaven; how loving God is 
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to us, seeking to save those which would be lost but 
for His care; how tenderly the Saviour feeds His 
sheep, and carries His lambs in His bosom; how we 
should not trust in the deceitfulness of riches, but build 
upon the sure foundation of the promises of God; and 
how we should pray if we wish these promises to be 
‘fulfilled to our souls. Our Saviour has told us that we 
have a duty in this world to others as well as to God; 
that, while we love God with all our heart and soul 
and strength, we should love our neighbour as our- 
selves; and He answers the question, ‘‘Who is my 
neighbour?” by a parable as beautiful as that of the 
Prodigal Son, the story of the Good Samaritan, 

Jesus tells that a man, travelling between Jerusalem 
and Jericho, was attacked by thieves, who stripped 
him of his clothes, and so ill-treated him that he was 
half-dead, and unable to move, or, perhaps, to speak. 
A priest came up and, instead of helping the poor 
wounded man, passed by on the other side of the 
way. A Levite, then, one of those who assisted in the 
‘temple, came up, lookéd at the man, and he, too, 
passed on the other side. They would not trouble 
themselves to give assistance, and did not care whether 
he died or not. But, afterwards, there came a Samari- 
tan—one of those whom the Jews despised, often asking 
scornfully, “Can any good come out of Samaria ?”— 
and he was a merciful man. He got off his horse, 
knelt down by the poor man, dressed and bound up 
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his wounds, and, lifting him on to his own horse, took 
him to an inn, where he would be taken care of, and 
paid all the expenses. ‘“ Which,” said Jesus to the man — 
who had asked Him the question, “thinkest thou, was 
neighbour unto him that fell among thieves?” The 
answer could only be, “He that shewed mercy on him.” 
Then Jesus said—and remember His words are for us 
as much as for those who heard Him—‘* Go thou, and 
do likewise.” 

‘So Jesus taught by parables. How thankful we 
ought to be that His words have been preserved in the 
New Testament, so that we, too, may learn wisdom 
and righteousness, humility and charity, from His teach- 
ing. We did not walk by His side among the vine- 
yards of Judea; we did not see Him point to the sheep 
and the growing grain, or the fig-tree. We did not hear 
Him tell His disciples that Solomon, in all his glory, 
was not so beautiful as the lilies of the field, and that 
God, who cared for the flowers on the earth and the 
sparrows in the air, would much more care for us; but 
we can read all this in our Bible, and pray for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to live according to His 
will, 


We have been reading the stories of the Life of Jesus, 
of the miracles He performed, and the manner in which 
He taught His disciples by parables. What a wonderful 
life was that of our blessed Lord and Saviour. He did 
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not come upon earth as a great king, but He dwelt 
with the poor and humble, and often had not a home, 
not “a place to lay his head.” He went about doing 
good and teaching men to love the true God, have 
faith in Him, trust in Christ for their salvation, and to 
love and do good to one another. 

He was “despised and rejected of men,” as it had 
been prophesied He would be; He bore all meekly. 
He was led to a cruel death, and He died praying for 
the forgiveness of those who had persecuted Him. In 
this He gave an example which all those who believe in 
Him and hope to be worthy of the name of Christians 
should pray to have strength to follow. 

The love and pity of Jesus were shown in the works 
of mercy He performed. The cripple, the blind, those 
who had been long ill and helpless, found in Jesus their 
greatest friend. He gave sight and hearing, and even 
raised the dead to life. How happy He must have 
made those to whom He showed these mercies! How 
happy, too, their parents, brothers, sisters, and friends. 
True religion, the religion which Jesus taught, not only 
shows us the way to perfect happiness in the presence of 
the Almighty in heaven, but the way to real happiness 
in this world. The Christian loves others because Jesus 
loved him, and tries to follow the example of his 
blessed Lord and Master by kind words and kind acts. 

We are not called on, as were the disciples of our 


Lord, to suffer persecution, or to preach the Gospel 
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among strange people, but we are called upon to show 
our faith in Him by our conduct towards those around us. 
Christianity in the family makes love in the family, and 


faith in Christ makes us happy in times of trouble, and 
sickness, and in the hour of death. 


Then the parables He uttered, how simple and yet 
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how beautiful! We can all understand the teaching which 
He has explained to us as He has done in the Bible. 
The stories, or parables, apply to each of us. We all 
sow seed, good or bad, for a future harvest; we all have 
to labour, if not in vineyards, yet in such manner as 
is appointed us; we have all some talents to account for; 
we must all wear the marriage garment of faith, love, and 
obedience, if we would share in the feast made by the 
Lord for those who are truly His disciples; we must all 
be ready when He comes, if we would enter into the 
joy of our Lord; we must help the weak and wounded, 
as the Samaritan helped the poor traveller; and we are 
all prodigals who have wandered from our Lord and 
Saviour, but, if we repent, He will meet us, and embrace 
and forgive us. 

Our next story will show how the apostles obeyed 
the teaching of the Divine Master, how well they had 
learned the lessons He taught them in the parables we 
have just been reading about. They laboured in the 
Lord’s vineyard, that is, the world; they knew that they 
must give account to Him for the proper use of the 
gifts He had bestowed upon them. 

Every time we attend a place of worship, every time 
we listen to the reading of the Bible at home, the good 
seed is being sown in our hearts. It depends upon our- 
selves whether we are like the stony ground or the good — 
ground, whether we allow it to be choked by weeds, or 
whether it brings forth good fruit. May it grow up in 
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our souls, may we, when we hear that the Bridegroom 
is coming, be able to say in faith, “Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly,” and may we hear the blessed words of 


pardon and acceptance, “ Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.”’ 


JESUS CHRIST OUR TEACHER AND SAVIOUR. 
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Truths far Remembrance, 


UR Lord taught so that the young and unlearned could understand 
Him. His gospel is for all, and a child may come to Him in 
faith as the children whom He blessed came to Him in love. 

We may learn many valuable lessons if we notice the works of nature 
around us. Jesus taught by means of things familiar to His disciples, 
which they could see almost every day, and no doubt they remembered 
His teaching every time they saw the vineyard or the fig tree, or the 
shepherd with his lambs, of which He so often spoke. 

Jesus went about with His disciples while teaching them. He is 
always with us if we seek Him in faith, and the Comforter, whom He hath 
sent, will teach and strengthen us. 
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. N the “Story of the Life of Jesus,” we have 
seen that He chose twelve of those who 
followed Him, heard His words, and saw 
the miracles that He performed, to be His 

apostles, or messengers, charged with some 

special work. That work was to preach the 

Gospel, to heal the sick, and to make known 

to men, after the Saviour Himself had left the 

earth, His mercy and goodness, and to teach 
men to love and trust in Him as their Saviour. 


The twelve chosen at that time were Peter and his 
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brother Andrew; James and John, two brothers, sons of 
Zebedee; Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James, 
Judas, Simon, and Judas Iscariot. To them was after- 
wards added the great apostle Paul, and to him was 
given the work of preaching Christ to the Gentiles, as 
all the nations which were not Jewish were then named. 
The twelve were told by Jesus not to go into the 
way of the Gentiles, or to enter into any city of the 
Samaritans, but to go rather “to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,’”? Jewish people scattered about in many 
places, who had not themselves heard the words of 
Jesus. We know that He often spoke of His people 
as sheep, and of Himself as their shepherd; and in 
the Old Testament, especially in the Psalms, the Lord 
is frequently described as a Shepherd. If we read the 
beautiful 23rd Psalm, beginning “The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want,” or the 11th verse in the 
40th chapter of the book of Isaiah, “He shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd, he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his bosom,” we shall 
see how Christ was spoken of, as He afterwards spoke 
of Himself, as the Good Shepherd. Just before He 
ascended into heaven, He asked Peter three times if 
he loved Him. Each time the apostle replied, “Yea, 
Lord, thou knowest that I love thee,” and each time 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.” 

This was the work of love which all the apostles were 
charged to .perform, aided by the Holy Spirit, which 
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was promised them, and which came as the Teacher, 
Comforter, and Sanctifier, not only of them but of all 
who from that time to this have believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. When those of the apostles who were 
with Him saw Jesus carried up into heaven, “ They wor- 
shipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy ;” 
not, we may be sure, joy that the Lord had left them, 
but joy that they had been chosen to carry on the 
blessed work which He had begun. 

The apostles were not learned or rich. They were 
mostly poor men whom Christ had chosen because they 
believed His words, and were ready to give up all to 
follow Him. They were not made perfect at once in 
faith or disposition. Peter gave way to anger when 
Jesus was betrayed, and, from fear, three times denied that 
he knew Him; Thomas doubted that He was indeed 
risen from the dead; and Judas Iscariot, one of those 
who had seen and heard Him, and knew that He must be 
the Christ promised, was so wicked that he took money 
from the priests to lead the soldiers to take Him, and 
kissed Him while he was betraying Him. Peter, Andrew, 
James and John were fishermen, living by the Sea of 
Galilee. Matthew was a publican, or collector of taxes, 
whom Jesus suddenly called to follow Him, and who 
afterwards wrote one of the four Gospels which contain 
the history of our Saviour; and the rest of the twelve 
had been chosen from the great number of disciples who 
followed Jesus and believed on Him. The authors of the 
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four Gospels are known as the Evangelists, or “ bearers 
of good news,” and good news indeed are the “good 
tidings of great joy” which the angels of the Lord 
brought to the shepherds at Bethlehem, and which the 
evangelists repeated to the whole world. Of the four 
writers, Matthew and John, were apostles; Mark and 
Luke were companions of Paul, and Luke wrote the 
book of the “ Acts of the Apostles.’’ 

Among the twelve apostles, Peter, John and James 
appear to have been those whom Jesus chose to be the 
chief witnesses of His power and glory. They saw 
Him on the mount with Moses and Elias; they were 
with Him in His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
At the Last Supper, John, spoken of as the disciple whom 
Jesus loved, sat by Him and rested on Him. It was 
he who first knew that it was Jesus who spoke to His 
disciples after He had risen from the dead; and it was 
Peter that He bade, as we have read, “Feed my sheep.” 

When the apostles who had seen Jesus ascend into 
heaven from Mount Olivet, and had heard the angels 
say, ‘“‘ This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven,” returned to Jerusalem, they: 
met the other apostles, Mary, the mother of Jesus, His 
brethren, and several good women who were among 
His disciples, and continued in prayer and supplication. 

Soon afterwards Peter, who seems to have been 
looked upon by the others as the chief of the apostles, 
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called together the disciples, about a hundred and 
twenty in number, to choose an apostle to take the 
place of Judas Iscariot, who, after he had betrayed 
Christ, had died miserably. Two were selected, Joseph 
and Matthias, and the apostles prayed that the Lord 
would show them which He chose, and then they drew 
lots, and Matthias was chosen. 

The Feast of Pentecost was held by the Jews on the 
fiftieth day after the Passover. It was sometimes named 
the Feast of Weeks, and was the time appointed for 
Jews to go to the temple to give thanks to God for 
the law which had been given on Mount Sinai, fifty 
days after the Israelites had come out of Egypt. In 
our Church we keep Whitsuntide, seven weeks after 
Easter, which is with us a time of special remembrance, 
as the Feast of the Passover is to the Jews, and occurs 
at the same time. The apostles had met at this time of 
Pentecost, and while they were sitting together, a sound 
was heard as of a great wind, which seemed to fill all 
* the house, and then upon each of them came a flame of 
fire shaped like a cloven, or divided, tongue. This was 
a sign that the Holy Ghost, whom Jesus had promised, 
was with them, and they were all directly filled with 
the Spirit, and spoke in many languages. There were, 
at that time, in Jerusalem many pious Jews, who had 
come from all parts of the world to worship in the 
temple, and when they heard of this strange gift of 


tongues they hastened to the place where the apostles 
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were, and were astonished to hear them speak in so 
many languages. Men who had come from far parts 
of Asia and Africa, and from Rome, were spoken to 
in their own languages. “Are not,” they asked, “all 
these which speak Galileans?” The apostles were 
known in Jerusalem, and the places about, as poor 
untaught men, some of whom had been only fisher- 
men; they had not been brought up by the priests 
and learned men; they had not travelled, and yet they 
were now speaking in many languages. The pious 
Jews who had come from far countries knew that they 
spoke them correctly; but some of the ignorant crowd 
cried out they were only pretending to speak foreign 
languages, and had been drinking too much wine. 

But Peter and the eleven other apostles came for- 
ward, and told them that the prophets had foretold 
that the Spirit should be given, that there should be 
wonders and signs in earth and heaven, and that 
“whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.” Then he told them of the miracles and 
wonders which had been wrought by Jesus of Nazareth, 
who had been by wicked hands crucified and slain, but 
who had been since raised up, and who had been 
spoken of in prophecy by King David; and that this 
Jesus was the Christ who, “being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, hath shed forth this which 


ye now see and hear;” and, said the apostle, “ Let all 
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the house of Israel know assuredly that God hath made 
that same Jesus whom ye have crucified both Lord 
and God.” 

The words of Peter went to the hearts of those who 
heard him. They were in great fear; they felt how 
sinful they had been, and with tears they asked Peter 
and the apostles, “What shall we do?” Peter answered 
them in words which apply to us as to them, “ Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” And he told them that 
this promise was for them and for their children, and 
“to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.” The promise, then, was to us as well 
as to the Jews at Jerusalem; and God will call us and 
give His Spirit to us, and bring us to Himself for 
Christ’s sake, if we ask in faith; that which He has 
promised, that He will surely perform. 

About three thousand people believed on Christ that 
day, and joined with the disciples, being taught by the 
apostles, praying and “breaking bread” together, that 
is, partaking of the sacrament which the Lord estab- 
lished when he said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” 
All the wealth they had they shared with each other 
and helped the poor; they were full of joy and 
gladness, “praising God and having favour with all 
the people.” The work of the Spirit, begun on that 
day of Pentecost, was carried on; for we read that 

329 


THE STORY OF : 


“the Lord added daily to the church such as should 
be saved.” 

Many wonders and signs, we are told, were done 
by the apostles. Jesus, we know, gave them the power 
of healing the sick and infirm, and Peter and John 
cured a man who had been lame all his life, who 
begged at the beautiful gate of the temple. But 
they did not perform this miracle as if they did it by 
their own power, but in the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. The poor man rose to his feet, found that he 
could walk, and run, and he even leaped with great 
joy, and then went into the temple praising God. 

The crowd about the gate had perhaps heard of 
the miracles of Jesus; but they knew that He had 
been crucified, and some of them might not have 
known that He was risen, and that the Holy Spirit had 
been given to some of His followers. They were 
greatly amazed therefore, to see a lame man who could 
not before stand upright, suddenly made strong and active 
by Peter and John who spoke in the name of Jesus, 
and they ran after them to the porch of the temple 
known as Solomon’s porch. There they stood a won- 
dering crowd, and Peter then spoke to them. He told 
them that the man had been cured by faith in the 
name of Jesus, the Prince of life, who had been killed, 
the people preferring that a murderer should be released 
rather than the Holy and Just One. He knew that 
they and their rulers had done this in ignorance, but 
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if they repented and were converted, their sins should 
be forgiven. Jesus Christ had been foretold by all 
the prophets since the world began; and God had 
sent him to bless them, by turning them from their 
iniquities. There must have been a great many round 
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Peter. when he spoke these words, “for about five 
thousand believed.” 

But although, as before, when Christ Himself preached, 
“the common people heard gladly,” the priests and 
the captain of the temple, and many of the Sadducees 
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(who denied that there would be a resurrection of: the 
body, or that the soul was immortal), came and were 
angry that the apostles should teach the Gospel of 
Christ, and that the people should believe it. They 
took Peter and John to prison, and the next morning 
brought them up before the high priest, other priests, 
and rulers, and elders, and scribes (those who had 
charge of the books of the law). Peter and John were 
asked by what power, or by what name they had 
performed the miracle. Peter, being full of the Holy 
Ghost—for Jesus had promised His apostles that if 
they were brought before rulers they should be taught 
by the Spirit what to say—spoke out boldly and told 
them that what had been done was in the name of 
Jesus Christ, whom they had crucified, and that “there 
is none other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved.” The priests knew not 
what to do, they could not deny the miracle, for there 
stood the man that had been lame, and was now cured; 
but they were afraid that if it was much talked about 
the people would believe in Jesus, and so the power 
of the priests would be less. They told Peter and 
John that they must not again speak of Jesus, or teach 
in His name. But the apostles were brave in the 
strength God had given them, and said they must 
obey Him and not the priests, and they must speak. 
Not being able to find an excuse for punishing them, 
the priests then let them go. 
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Peter and John immediately joined the other apostles, 
and they all together praised and thanked God; and then 
the place where they were shook—‘ They were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and spake the word of God with 
boldness,” and, we read, “great grace was upon them 
all.” 

Among those who believed and joined the apostles and 
disciples were many rich men, who brought all their wealth 
and gave it up for the use of all. But a rich man, Ananias, 
and his wife, Sapphira, thought they could deceive Gad 
and yet obtain His blessing. They kept back some of 
their money, telling the apostles that they had given all 
they had. For this terrible falsehood they were both 
struck dead. God hates a lie, and made an example of 
Ananias and Sapphira, that we might learn what a fearful 
thing it is to attempt to deceive the all-seeing God. 

Many more miracles of healing were performed by the 
apostles, especially by Peter. Sick persons were brought 
out into the streets as he passed, and wherever he went a 
great crowd followed him. The priests were so angry and 
so afraid of them, that they had the apostles seized and 
put them into prison; but the next day, when the officers 
went to bring them before the priests, they found the prison 
empty, for an angel of the Lord had opened thé doors and 
set the apostles free! They went to the temple, and there 
they again taught the people. The officers found them 
there, and took them to the priests, where they were 
charged with disobeying the orders which had been given 
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them not to preach again. Peter again answered, “ We 
ought to obey God rather than men,” and again spoke of 
Jesus, the Prince and the Saviour, and of the power of 
the Holy Ghost. Some of the priests wished to kill the 
apostles, but a wise man among them, Gamaliel, advised 
them to take care what they did, to let the men alone, for 
if their doctrine were false it would come to nothing, but if 
it were of God they could not overthrow it, and to try to 
do so would be to fight against God. Gamaliel, however, 
although he made them afraid to kill the apostles, could 
not prevent them ill-treating them, for the priests ordered 
Peter, John, and the others to be beaten, and then sent 
them away, commanding that they should not speak in the 
name of Jesus. But they did speak, both in the temple 
and in private houses, and “ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ.” 

Every day the number of the faithful increased, and 
many even of the priests joined the Christians. So great 
was the number of the believers who had given up every- 
thing they had for the sake of Christ, that the apostles 
could not attend to all their wants, and the disciples chose 
seven others to see to the giving of food and other 
necessary things, so that the apostles might be able to give 
their whole time to teaching. Among these seven was 
Stephen, “a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost.” He, 
too, was gifted with the power of performing miracles, and 
his fame increased so that some of the learned men of the 
synagogue came to argue with him. But they could not 

335 


THE STORY OF 


answer what he said, and in their spite paid false witnesses 
to say that they had heard him speak blasphemous words 
against God and Moses. Stephen was taken before the 
council, and then the Spirit of the Lord supported him, and 
those who sat in the council “saw his face as it had been 
the face of an angel.” Boldly he spoke to the priests. He 
told them of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph, 
_of the captivity of the Israelites, of Moses, and the 
wandering in the wilderness; reproved them for reviling 
the Holy Ghost, as their fathers had reviled Him when 
they slew the prophets who had “shewed before of the 
coming of the Just One, of whom ye have been now the 
betrayers and the murderers.” 

Of all the brave words spoken by the apostles and 
disciples none were braver than these, but Stephen spoke 
as the Holy Spirit taught him, and his eyes were opened 
to a glorious vision, for he “looked up stedfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God.” Full of rage and hatred, the 
officers of the temple seized Stephen, violently dragged 
him out of the city, and there stoned him to death. It 
was a fearful death, but Stephen met it, trusting in his 
Saviour, and praying that those who killed him might be 
forgiven. He called upon God, and said, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” The disciples carried away his body, 
and buried it, making great lamentation over it. Stephen . 
was the first martyr, the first who laid down his life to 
prove his faith in his Saviour. Many, many thousands 
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since have so died; and may we all have faith to give life 
and all we have, if called upon, to show our belief and 
trust in Jesus Christ! 

Of all those who were most violent against the disciples, 
none were more so than a young man named Saul, who 
had studied under the priests, and was learned in all that 
they could teach. He encouraged those who killed 
_ Stephen, and helped to persecute all who believed on 
Christ. He dragged them out of their houses and sent 
them to prison, and so terrible was the vengeance the 
priests and others took, that the believers were scattered, 
flying from Jerusalem, and going into Judea and Samaria. 
The apostles, faithful under every trial, alone remained, 
except Philip, who was sent by them to preach in 
Samaria; and afterwards Peter and John went there to 
help him. A man named Simon, who persuaded the 
people that he was a magician, saw what wonderful 
things the apostles were able to do, and offered them 
money if they would give him the power to do the 
same. But Peter answered, “ Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money.” Simon repented, and 
entreated the apostle to pray to God to forgive 
him. 

Philip was directed by an angel of God to go toward the 
desert of Gaza, and there he met a rich Ethiopian, the 
treasurer of Queen Candace, of Ethiopia, sitting in his 
chariot, and reading the prophecies of Isaiah. Philip 
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showed him that they pointed to Jesus Christ, and the man 
believed and was baptized. 

Saul, “breathing out threatenings and slaughter against 
the disciples of the Lord,” asked the high priest to give 
him authority to go to Damascus, and bring bound to 
Jerusalem any men or women he might find there who 


PHILIP AND THE TREASURER OF QUEEN CANDACE, 


believed on Christ. He started on his journey with officers 

and soldiers, and had nearly reached Damascus when 

suddenly a great light shone from heaven, and, dazzled and 

blinded, Saul fell from his horse to the ground. As he fell 

he heard a voice, saying, ‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 

me?” Trembling, Saul answered, “ Who art thou, Lord?” 
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The answer was, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.’” 
Afterwards, Paul—for that great apostle was no other than 
the Saul of Tarsus, who had acted so cruelly to the believers, 
who had assisted to slay Stephen—tells us that he saw 
Christ at the time he heard His voice. He knew then the 
power of the Lord, and asked in fear, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt. 
thos have me todo?” The voice of Christ replied, ‘Go 
into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.’” 
The voice was heard by those who were with Saul, but they 
saw nothing; and raising up Saul, who was quite blind, 
they led him into the city of Damascus. There was in that 
city a disciple named Ananias, and he was told in a vision 
to inquire for Saul, and go to him and put his hand on 
him, and so restore his sight. Ananias was at first afraid 
to obey, for he had heard of the cruelty of Saul, and that he 
had intended to come to Damascus and take back in bonds. 
to Jerusalem the believers. But the Lord answered, “ Go. 
thy way, for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel.” Ananias then went, placed his hands on him, and 
immediately his sight was given to him. He was baptized, 
and then Saul, the persecutor that had been, preached 
Christ in the synagogues, and increased the more in. 
strength and confounded the Jews. 

They took counsel to kill him, and watched the gates. 
day and night, that he should not escape; but the disciples 
let him down in a basket, and he went back safely to. 
Jerusalem, where Barnabas took him to the other apostles, 
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and he went about with them, speaking boldly in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and disputing with learned Greeks, 
which, as he was himself well taught, he was able to do. 


But again his enemies tried to kill him, and the brethren 
sent him away to Tarsus. 
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THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL. 


Saul had been the most violent of all the persecutors, 
and now that he had become a believer, the churches had 
rest, and “walking in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.” 

The other apostles were not idle. Peter went about 
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among the churches, preaching and working miracles, and 
bringing many to the Lord. At Joppa there was a good 
woman, a disciple, named Tabitha, or Dorcas, who made 
clothes for the poor. She died, and the other disciples, 
who loved her greatly, asked Peter to come to them. He 
did so, and, by the power given him, he raised her from 
the dead. 

While staying at Joppa, Peter had a remarkable vision. 
The Jews, as we know, would not eat certain food, which 
they believed to be unclean, or forbidden by the law. 
While praying on the housetop, in the manner common in © 
the East, he fell intoa sleep, and dreamed that he saw 
something like a great sheet, tied together at the corners, 
in which were all manner of beasts, fowls, and creeping 
things. A voice told him to kill and eat, but he said, “Not 
so, Lord, for I have never eaten anything that is common 
or unclean.”” The voice answered, “What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common.” The vision appeared 
three times, and when Peter awoke, not quite sure what it 
might mean, he was called down to messengers, who told 
him that Cornelius, a Roman centurion, wished to see 
‘him. On the next day Peter went, and Cornelius told him 
that he had had a vision, directing him to send for Peter. 
The apostle then knew that the vision he had seen meant 
that the Jews who were converted to Christ were no longer 
bound by the strict laws of their nation, and that hence- 
forth they might not only eat the food of the Gentiles, but 
also accept the fellowship of the Gentiles as members of 
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the Church of Christ. He preached to the centurion and 
to his household, and they were converted and baptized. 

When Peter returned to Jerusalem, the other apostles 
doubted whether he had done right in baptizing Gentiles; 
but he told them his vision, and that which the centurion 
had seen; and the apostles then knew that it was the 
work of God, and said, “Then hath God also to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life.” 

Herod, the king, as cruel a tyrant as the other of the 
name, determined to destroy the believers in Christ. He 
killed James, the brother of John, and seized Peter, and 
cast him into prison. To make sure that he should not 
escape he bound him with chains to two soldiers. But 
in the night an angel came, bade Peter arise quickly, © 
made the ckains fall from his hands, and together they 
passed out of the prison. The apostle went to the 
house of Mary, the mother of John. At first the people 
in the house feared to admit him, but he told them how 
the angel had set tm free, and having bidden them to 
tell the brethren, ne went away to another place. 

Herod the king was terribly punished for his pride 
and wickedness. The people of Tyre and Sidon, who 
had displeased him, came and submitted themselves, and 
the king, to show how great he was, dressed himself in 
royal robes, sat upon his throne, and made a long 
speech to them. To flatter him the people shouted, 
“Tt is the voice of a god, and not of a man.” God is 
not to be defied, and immediately Herod was struck with 
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a horrible disease, and fell dead, ‘‘ because he gave not 
God the glory.” 

Saul, having taken the name of Paul, with Barnabas 
‘preached the Gospel, and brought many thousands to 
believe in Christ. He had the gift of the Holy Ghost 


PAUL AND BARNABAS MISTAKEN FOR GODS AT LYSTRA,. 


to work miracles; he struck with blindness a wicked 

sorcerer, or pretended magician, Elymas, who had tried 

to turn away some of the disciples from their faith, and 

he healed a cripple at Lystra. This power appeared so 

wonderful to the people of Lystra that they thought the 
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apostles must be gods, and supposed that Barnabas (who 
was with Paul) was the heathen god Jupiter, and Paul, 
who had been the chief speaker, was Mercury, and 
prepared to make a sacrifice of oxen to them. The 
apostles reproved them, told them that they, Paul and 
Barnabas, were but men, and bade them turn unto the 
living God, “which made heaven, earth, and the sea, 
and all things that are therein.” At Philippi, Paul and 
his companion, Silas, were thrown into prison, and there, 
while they were praying and singing praises unto God, 
there was a great earthquake, the chains were shaken off 
their hands, and the prison doors were opened. The 
keeper of the prison was greatly frightened and would 
have killed himself, supposing his prisoners had escaped ; 
but Paul spoke to him, and told him they were all there. 
The jailer then fell on his knees and said, “ Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved ?’? They answered, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.” Then they “spoke unto him the word of the 
Lord,” and he took them out of the prison, washed their 
wounds, for they had suffered stripes, and was, with all his 
family, baptized. 

Paul travelled throughout Greece, preaching and 
teaching, and bringing sinners to Christ. He returned to 
Jerusalem, where some of the Jews would have killed 
him, but he claimed to be a citizen of Rome, having 
been born at Tarsus, which then belonged to the Romans. 
He was taken before the Roman governor, and after- 
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wards before King Agrippa and his wife Bernice, after 
which he was sent prisoner to Rome. On the way 
there, he was wrecked at Melita, where a remarkable 
circumstance occurred. A viper fastened on his hand, 
but he shook it off into the fire and was unhurt. He 
also healed many sick. 

Of all the apostles, none had greater gifts, none 
suffered more than this great apostle. Once he was 
stoned and left for dead, he was taken before governors 
and kings, he was sent into captivity, he was perse- 
cuted, and cruelly treated. Let us read carefully the 
eleventh chapter of his second epistle to the Corinthians, 
and imagine if we can the terrible sufferings of this 
great saint, once so great a sinner, but converted by 
the power of God to be the means of bringing the 
nations of the world to faith in His Son. He _ says 
in that chapter, “Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a 
day have I been in the deep; in journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and pain- 
fulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fast- 
ings often, in cold and nakedness.” But Paul could 
bear all things through Christ, who strengthened him. 
Nothing could weaken his faith. He visited the believers 
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in all the places where they had gathered together. He 
wrote epistles, or long letters, to them, teaching, warning, 
and encouraging them. He spoke as bravely to the 
fierce Romans, or the idolatrous and learned Greeks, as 
to the unbelieving Jews—always ready to serve his 
Master, always ready for death when it should please 
God to call him. We must read attentively the ‘ Acts 
of the Apostles” to learn what he did and suffered; we 
must read his ‘‘ Epistles” to know what he taught. 

This great and good apostle suffered death at Rome 
by order of the wicked emperor, who hated the peaceable, 
believing Christians, and put them to cruel deaths. Peter 
was also martyred there, some writers say, crucified head 
downwards. Both believed to the last in the Saviour, 
and both entered joyfully into their rest. 

John, the beloved apostle, lived to a great age. He 
stayed in Jerusalem, teaching the disciples there, until 
the Romans besieged and so nearly destroyed the city. 
In his old age he lived chiefly at Ephesus, but was 
banished for a time to the island of Patmos, one 
of the Greek isles, and there he had the wonderful 
visions which he described in the Book of Revelation. 

Some writers think that Paul, in his many wanderings, 
visited Britain. It is not certain that he did so, but, 
thank God, his words, the words of the other apostles, 
and the words of the Gospel have come to us, and when 
we meet for public worship, the epistles of the apostles 
Paul, Peter, John, and James, are read as the story of 
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their Divine Master Jesus is read. They teach faith 
and love; they strengthen our souls if we read them 
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PAUL AND THE VIPER. 
privately with prayer, and when death comes they will 
show us the way to the glory which the Lord has pro- 
vided for those who love Him. 
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Truths for Remembrance, 


HE last words of Jesus to His apostles show that His religion is a 
religion of love. He considers His people as His sheep and Him- 
self as their shepherd, and He left to the apostles the task of taking 

care of them and leading them to the heavenly fold. 

We may see, too, that when He left the earth, He gave the apostles 
power to work miracles. While He was with them they had no such 
power ; but it was necessary that the people should still have proofs of 
the wonders that could be wrought in His name, and so have their faith 
strengthened. The apostles, Peter, John, and Paul, did not profess to 
perform these acts by their own power, but always in the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

Jesus also imparted to them the Holy Ghost, by the gift of tongues 
at Pentecost. He had promised that when He was gone the Comforter 
should come, and He came with mighty power. The promises of God 
are sure. It was the strength and comfort of the Holy Ghost that 
made Peter and Paul so bold, so patient, so faithful, and so loving. 

The punishment of Ananias and Sapphira is a terrible warning 
against the sin of falsehood. 
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CHILD'S OWN BOOK OF SCRIPTURE PICTURES, OLD TESTAMENT. 
CHILD'S OWN BOOK OF SCRIPTURE PICTURES, NEW TESTAMENT. . 


BIBLE STEPS FOR . LITTLE PILGRIMS, In Separate Books. Imp. 16mo,. 


in coloured wrapper, 6d 
1 THE STORY OF THE CREATION AND | 5. THE STORY OF THE JUDGES. 
THE DELUGE. 6. THE STORY OF DAVID. 


2. THE STORY OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, | 7. THE STORY OF THE PROPHETS, 
AND JACOB. 8 THE LIFE OF JESUS. 
3. THE STORY OF JOSEPH AND HIS| 9. STORIES OF THE PARABLES. 


BROTHERS. 10. STORIES OF THE MIRACLES. 
4 THE STORY OF MOSES, ll, STORIES OF THE APOSTLES, 
——8e——aae 


PICTURE BOOKS. 


THE CHILD’S FAMOUS PICTURE BOOK. Full of Pictures. Cloth gilt, 3s. 


THE ANIMAL PICTURE BOOK FOR KIND LITTLE PEOPLE. 
With large Coloured Pictures. Cloth, 3s. 


AUNT FANNY’S NURSERY TALES AND RHYMES. With full-page. 
Mlustrations in colours. Cloth gilt, 3s 


AUNT FANNY’S PRETTY PICTURE BOOK. With full-page coloured 
Tlustrations. Cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 

THE 1 BOOK GF ANIMALS. fone 9 coloured Illustrations by HarRison WEIRz,, 
d many Engravings. Cloth, 3s, 


DOMESTIC AN IMALS AND THEIR HABITS. With deseriptive Text 
Dutcxen, Ph.D., and 12 large double-page coloured Ilustrations. ds, 68. 5. 


Doth edi, 2 t, 78. 
WILD ANIMALS AND THEIR HOMES. With descriptive Text by H. W. 
Dutcxen, Ph.D., and 12 large double-page coloured Lllustrations. Boards, 6s.; cloth. 


London : Ward, Lock, § Co. Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, E.C.. 
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BEETON’S BOY’S OWN LIBRARY. 


Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, price 5s. each; or 6s. gilt edges. 
*,* The best set of Volumes for Prizes, Rewards, or Gifts to English Lads. They have all beer 
ed by Mr. BEETON with a view to their fitness in manly tone and handsome appearance for 


Presents for Youth. 

1. STORIES OF THE WARS. By Joun Trt1orson. Coloured Pictures and 
many other Illustrations. 

2. A BOY’S ADVENTURES IN THE BARONS’ WARS; or, How I Won 
my Spurs. Epear. Coloured Frontispiece and many Illustrations. 

3. CRESSY AND POICTIERS. Enpaar. Coloured Frontispiece and many 

us’ 10n8s. 
4. RUNNYMEDE ‘AND LINCOLN FAIR. Epaar. Coloured Frontispiece- 


and many Engravings. 
London : Ward, Lock, & Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, B.C. 
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BOY’S OWN LIBRARY—continued. 
5. WILD SPORTS OF JHE WORLD. Gzzxnwoop. Eight Coloured Plates 


and many other Dlustra’ 
6. CURIOSITIES OF. SAVAGE LIFE. Jamzs Grrznwoop. Iilustrated. 
7. HUBERT ELLIS, a Story of King Richard the Second’s Days. Coloured 


Frontispiece and many Engravings. 
8. DON QUIXOTE. With nearly 700 Illustrations. 
9. GULLIVER’S TRAVELS. Coloured Frontispiece and 400 Engravings. 
10. ROBINSON CRUSOE. Coloured and other Plates and many Woodcuts. 
11, SILAS THE CONJURER. By Jamzs Geeznwoop. Illustrated. 
‘12. SAVAGE HABITS AND CUSTOMS, By J. Grzznwoop. Illustrated. 
138. REUBEN DAVIDGER. By J. Gerenwoop. Illustrated. 
14. BRAVE | BRITISH SOLDIERS AND THE VICTORIA CROSS. 
15. ZOOLOGICAL RECREATIONS. By W. J. Bropzzir, F.R.S. Coloured 


Frontispiece and many other Illustrations. 


16. WILD ANIMALS IN FREEDOM AND CAPTIVITY. Coloured 


Frontispiece and 120 Illustrations. 


18, THE. _ WORLD'S EXPLORERS, including the Discoveries of Livingstone 


tanley. Coloured Frontispiece and many Engravings. 
19. THE MAN, A AND THE MONKEYS; or, Ninety Days in Apeland. 
ustra’ 
.20. GOLDEN AMERICAS, By Joun Titzorson. Illustrated. 


THE YOUTH’S LIBRARY OF WONDERS AND 
ADVENTURES. 


(Including JuLes Verwe’s Works, with Coloured Plates.) Crown 8vo, wrapper, ls.; cloth gilt, 28. 
1 A JOURNEY INTO THE INTERIOR OF THE EARTH. By Jutss 


VeErNE. With Three Coloured 


2. THE i ENGLISH AT THE “NORTH POLE, By Jutzs Vern. Three 
icturs 


3. THE ICE DESERT, By Jutzs Vernz. Three Coloured Plates. 
4, FIVE WEEKS IN A BALLOON. By Jurzes Vezwnz. Three Coloured 


5. THE. “MYSTERIOUS DOCUMENT. By Jures Veenx. Three Coloured 


6. oN “THE TRACK. By Jurzs Verne. Three Coloured Plates. 
7. AMONG THE CANNIBALS. By Jurzes Verne. Three Coloured Plates. 
8. TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA. ud JULES 


Verne. Part I. Three Coloured Plates. 


9. TWENTY , THOUSAND LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA. By Jozzs 


ERNE. Three Coloured 


10, Two YEARS BEFORE THE “MAST. By R. H. Dana. 

11, FROM | THE EARTH TO THE MOON. By Jctzs Verne. Three 
12, ROUND *THE MOON. By Jutzs Vern. Two Coloured Plates. 

13, SANDFORD AND MERTON. By Tuomas Day. Illustrated. 

14, BARON MUNCHAUSEN (Life, Travels, and Extraordinary Adventures of). 


London: Ward. Lock, § Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, B.C. 
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‘DALZIEL'S ILLUSTRATED ARABIAN NIGHTS’ ENTERTAIN- 
MENTS, with uprecds of 200 Pictures, drawn by J. E. Mitiars, B.A., J. Tenn 
J. D. Warson, RK. B. Houauron, G. J. PINnwELL, and T. Dauzret, together with init 
seer, eatin Lt abe &., Aas Boy alte) by the pretten Rae fa = ae 
volume, P 3 el und in bevelled boards, sides, and edges, 
The text ennsndated by a We Donan Ph.D. i‘ . 


London: Ward, Lock, & Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, E.C. 
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TOY BOOKS. 
WARWICK HOUSE TOY BOOKS. Carefully Edited and handsomely printed in 


Colours. Large 41 
cloth, 28. :— 


1. DOMESTIC ANIMALS, 

2. HOME AND FIELD ANIMALS. 

*3. NURSERY SONGS AND BALLADS. 
°7, ADVENTURES WITH ANIMALS. 

8. THE PICTURE ROBINSON CRUSOE. 
*9, aes CHILDREN’S HOUSEHOLD 


*10. gates PICTURE ALPHA- 


"12. THE NAUGHTY PUPPIES. 

*13. A. B. C. OF ANIMALS AND BIRDS. 

14, A. B. C. OF PRETTY COUNTRY 
SCENES. 

*15. THE NURSERY PICTURE GALLERY 
AND CHILD’S OWN PICTURE 
COLOUR BOOK. 

*16. MASTER MOUSIE’S SUPPER PARTY; 
Showing how when Puss is away the Mice 
will Play. With 6 Coloured Plates by 
KRonuEIM. 

*17, AMUSING MAZES, A SET OF PUZZLE 
PICTURES. Beautiful Illustrations, in 
Colours, by LEicHton Bros. 

*18, LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD New 
Pictures. 

19, LITTLE ALFRED'S VISIT TO WOMB- 

WELL’S MENAGERIE; Showing the 
Menagerie, with other Large Pictures of 
Various Animals. 


*,* This unparalleled series oj a 
commend them to every Household, 
titles is sufficient for every taste, 


, in attractive wrapper, 1s.,. 


ose marked * are mounted on stroug 


*24, PUSS IN BOOTS. 
*25. THE DISCONTENTED BOY. 
*26, ira NEW PICTURE ALPHA- 


*27. A. B. C._—BRAVE DEEDS. 

*28. HOLIDAY ALPHABETS. 

*29, THE A. B. C. OF ANIMAL LIFE. 

30. THE FAIRY WELL; or, The Little 
Brother and Sister. 

*31. ern MOUSIE’S WEDDING AND 


32, THE NURSERY aaers or, The Little 
Picture Maker. With 6 large Coloured. 
Pictures with figures round the sides, 
ready for cutting out and pasting down.. 
1st Series. 

ie Do. Do. 2nd Series. 

¥4. Do. Do. 3rd Series. 
35. Do. Do. 4th Series. 


*38. ANIMALS AND THEIR USES. 

*39. THE THREE FRIENDS CF MAN. 

*40. ALPHABET OF FAVOURITE ANI- 
MALS. 


*41, A B C OF NURSERY RHYMES, 
*42. COCK ROBIN. New Edition. 
*43, THE CATS’ HUNTING PARTY. 


*44. PRETTY PETS AND HAPPY PLAY. 
MATES. 


Books contains exquisite Coloured Pictures, which will alone 
subjects will please every child, and the variety shown by the 


AUNT FANNY’S SIXPENNY TOY BOOKS. Royal 8vo, wrapper. With. 


beautiful Coloured Pictures. 

1. THE TWO PUPPIES. 

2. THE CUNNING FOX. 

3 THE BOYS AND THE GIANT, 

4 DICK DOLITTLE,THE IDLE SPARROW. 
5. ALPHABET OF ANIMALS. 

6. AUNT FANNY’S A BC. 

9. COCK ROBIN. 

8. NURSERY RHYMES ALPHABET. 

9. AUNT FANNY’S NURSERY RHYMES 
10. NAUGHTY CHICKENS. 

11. PUNCH AND JUDY. 


12, OLD MOTHER HUBBARD. 

13. THE BOOK OF ANIMALS, 

14. THREE LITTLE KITTENS. 

16. LITTLE MISS TOTTIE’S TRAVELS. 

17, LITTLE MISS TOTTIE’S CHIMNEY 
CORNER STORIES. 

18, LITTLE MISS TOTTIE AND HER 
FRIENDS. 


19. ALPHABET OF TOYS. 
20. ALPHABET OF GAMES, 


Except Nos. 16, 17, and 18, mounted on strong cloth, 1s. 


AUNT AFFABLE’S TWOPENNY SERIES OF PRETTY PLAY 
BOOKS. Royal 8vo, coloured wrappers, plain, 2d.; coloured, 3d 


1. THE A BC BOOK. 
2. A BC OF OBJECTS. 


38. DEATH AND BURIAL OF COCK ROBIN.. 
4, CHILD’S PICTURE BOOK OF ANIMALS, 


London: Ward, Lock, & Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, E. Cc. 


JUVENILE BOOKS. , 13 


BEETON’S BOY’S PRIZE LIBRARY. 
-As prizes for Young Gentlemen, Birthday Gifts, or Anniversary og es Edited by 8. O. Brrrom. 
Demy 8ve, cloth gilt, 58. ; gilt edges, 6s. 


L BEETON 8 1 FACT, FICTION . LISTORY, AND ADVENTURE. _ Con- 


Cressy and *Poictiers, by . G. Ebear (Illustrated). Papers on Natural 
Binoy: by the Rev. J. G. Woop, M. "A. dts ies ted). The Adventures of Reuben Davidger, 
a Tale, by James GREENWOOD (Lllustrated). Scientific Articles (Illustrated), &., &. 1,110 pp. 


London: Ward, Lock, § Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, B.C. 
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BEETON’S BOY’S PRIZE LIBRARY—continued. 


2. BEETON’S HISTORICAL ROMANCES, DARING DEEDS, AND 
ANIMAL STORIES. Containing: Runnymede and Lincoln Fair, by the late J. G. Epaar. 
Antony Waymouth; or, The Gentlemen Adventurers, by WiLt1am H. G. Kineston. The 
Zoological Gardens, by the Rev. J.G. Woop. King Lion. Sports aud Pastimes. Poetry, 
Puzzles, &c.&c. 1,104 pp., with 34 Full-page Engravings, and 250 Woodcuts. 


3. BEETON’S BRAVE TALES, BOLD BALLADS, AND TRAVELS BY 
LAND AND SEA. Containing: Historical Stories, by W. ig" D. Apams. Hubert Ellis. 
Ivgonyama, the Caffre Chief, by Captain Draysox. Highland Regiments as they Once 
Were. King of Trumps. Poems by Brrancsr, &., &. 1,088 pp., with 38 Full-page 
Engravings and 320 Cuts. 


4, BEETON’S TALES OF CHIVALRY. School Stories, Mechanics at Home, 
and Esplotss of the Army and Navy. 888 pages, with Twenty-three full-page Engravings,. 


on toned paper, and 255 woodcuts. 
5. BEETON’S HERO SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AND EXPLORERS. Gym- 


iS) 
nastics, Telegraphy, Fire Arms, &c. 590 pages, with Thirty-six full-page Engravings on 
toned paper, and 157 Woodcuts. 


6. BEETON’S FAMOUS VOYAGES, BRIGAND ADVENTURES, TALES. 
ee aoe ote &c, 1,054 pp., with Thirty-eight Plates and 156 Woodcuts 


7. BEETON’S VICTORIOUS ENGLISH SEA STORIES, TALES OF 


ENTERPRISE AND SCHOOL LIFE, 1,050 pp., with 46 Full-page Plates and 150 
Woodcuts in the Text. 


seewemeni(ngeneenmcs 


THE BOY’S FAVOURITE LIBRARY. 


Crown 8vo, cloth, gilt edges, price $s. 6d. Each volume well Llustrated. 
Boys love to read the records of adventurous deeds, to trace the careers of brave and good lads tcho- 
have attained to eminence, and to be told of wonderful natural objects. The volumes m this series 


furnish the literary food most acceptable to intelligent and spirited boys, and most calculated to- 
develop their best qualities. 


1. THE WONDERS OF THE WORLD, in Earth, Sea,and Sky. 123 Engravings. 
2. FIFTY CELEBRATED MEN. Many Wood Engravings. 

3. ROBINSON CRUSOE. By Danrzexn pz For. With many Engravings. 

4. SANDFORD AND MERTON. By Tuomas Day. With 100 Illustrations 


by DauziEts. 


5.A BOY’S LIFE ABOARD SHIP, as it is told by Himself. With Full-page. 


Illustrations, 


6. LIFE IN A WHALER; or, Perils and Adventures in the Tropical Seas. By 
Sattok CuaRLey, With Full-page Illustrations. 


7. GREAT INVENTORS; the Sources of their Usefulness, and the Results of 
their Efforts, With 109 Engravings. 


8. HOUSEHOLD STORIES. By the Brothers Grimm, &c. Profusely Illustrated. 
9. THE MARVELS OF NATURE; or, Outlines of Creation. By Exisna 


Noyce. With 400 Engravings by the Brothers DaiziEL. 


London: Ward Lock, § Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, E.C. 
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BOY’S FAVOURITE LIBRARY—continued. 
Price 3s. 6d. per Volume. 


10. THE BOY’S BOOK 0 OF INDUSTRIAL INFORMATION. With 365. 
Engravings by Datzie. B 


1L FAMOUS BOYS. and how they became Famous Men. By the Author of: 
“‘Clever Boys.” With many Engravings. 


12, THE TRIUMPHS OF PERSEVERANCE AND ENTERPRISE... 
Numerous Illustrations. 


13. EDGAR’S CRUSADES AND CRUSADERS, With Full-page Illustrations. 


14. Eg MERCHANT'S CLERK; or, Mark Wilton. A Book for Young Men. 
Rev. C. B. TayteR, M.A. With Pull- -page and other Illustrations. 


15. SAILOR HERO; or, The Frigate and the Lugger. With Illustrations. By 


tain F. C, ARMsrRone 


16. CRUISE OF 1 THE DARING. A Tele of the Ses. With Llustrations. By- 


17. PYROTECHNY ; or, The Art of Making Fireworks. With 124 Illustrations of: 
Forms and Diagrams for Manufacture and Exhibition. 


18. MONT BLANC, A BOY’S ASCENT OF. By Auszet Situ. Illustrated.. 
With a Memoir of the Author, by Epuunp Yates. 


19. POE'S TALES OF MYSTERY, IMAGINATION, AND HUMOUR. 
21. BOY’S BOOK OF ndtODERN TRAVEL’ AND ADVENTURE. By 


MsrEvitH JOHNES. 
22. THE YOUNG MAROONERS, By F. 8. Govrpre. Llustrated. 


22. ANTONY WAYMOUTH ; or, The Gentlemen Adventurers. By WittiaM H.. 
. Kiyeston. With page lllustrati tions. 


—_—oo—— 


BEETONS PICTORIAL SPELLER. The cheapest Tilustrated Spelling Book. 
196 pages, and 430 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth plain, 1s 


SoLnEn CHILDHOOD ANNUAL, 1875. Full of beautiful Pictures, pretty 
Stories, Songs for the Little Ones, Fairy Tales, Nursery Rhymes, with Music for the- 
Pianoforte. ith a set of Paper Patterns for a Complate Dolly's Outfit. oa 
picture beards, 3s. Cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. Extra Edition, gilt edges, with Coloured Pare be 


MERRY SUNBEAMS (“GOLDEN CHILDHOOD” ANNUAL for for 1876). The. 

Book contains Charming Pictures, Pretty Stories, F 3 Songs, with 

Music, &c. In picture boards, 3s, Handsomely bound in cloth th ait, it oa edges, with chromo. 
frontispiece, 5s. 


GOLDEN CHILDHOOD FOR 1877. Much enlarged and improved in every way, 
h more Stories and Tales, more Instructive Articles, more Songs and a more 
Pastime pages, and many more Pictures. Imperial 16mo, picture boards, 3s, ; cloth gilt,. 

gilt edges, with charming Colouzed Picture, 5s. 


ANN AN D JANE TAYLOR’S POETRY FOR CHILDREN. Containing 
Poems, Hymns for Infant Minds, and oe for the Nursery. With many 
eres Epon Crown 0, handsome cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 


London: Ward, Lock, & Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, B.C. 


ae WARD, LOCK, AND CO’S NEW JUVENILE BOOKS. 


BOY'S HANDY BOOK OF GAMES, SPORTS, PASTIMES, AND 


AMUSEMENTS. A complete Cyclopedia of boyish recreative urruits of of every description. 
348 pages, with hundreds of Illustrations. Estee cloth gilt, gilt edges, 5a. ak - 


‘BOY’S HANDY BOOK OF NATURAL HISTORY. Edited by H. W. 
DutcKen, Ph.D. With numerous Illustrations by W. Harvey and others, and 16 Coloured 
Plates. Cloth extra gilt, 5s. 


‘BOY’S OWN SEA STORIES. Numerous Illustrations. Cloth gilt, gilt edges, Ss. 


BOY’S OWN TREASURY. 448 pages, and nearly 700 engravings. Cloth gilt, 
gilt edges, 58. 


—0t——ee 


THE NEW ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL FOR CHILDREN. 
Royal 4to, in beautiful floral wrapper, 2s. 6d. ; handsome cloth gilt, 38. 6d. 


THE CHILDREN’S FORGET ME NOT. A Book of Pictures and Stories for 
the Young. Containing Stories of the Months, Tales about Animals, Seaside Ditties, &c., 
with upwards of 100 large Engravings. 

This charming volume has been prepared with the greatest care, and will be found to 
contain all that is most attractive to Little Folks. Printed in handsome type, abound in 
ra and ima beautiful floral cover by Epmunp Evans, the CuILDREN’S ForGET 
: ae riche eames the handsomest and cheapest gift-book of the season. Boards, 

8. loth gilt, 3s. 


‘THE CHILDREN’S PICTURE ANNUAL. By Mercrz Sunsuine. The 

Story of a United Family, with their Adventures at Home and Abroad. This book gives = 

lively record of the dail v tife of the Allen family. It combines much pleasant instruction in 

various subjects specially adapted for children of both sexes, and a record of their piaee 4 
adventures and Pog travel. It is profusely illustrated, and will be found a m 

pian present for boys and girls. Imperial 1émo, picture boards, 1s. ; handsomely cloth 

t, 28 
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TOY BOOKS. 


New and Handsome Series of Juvenile Books. 
‘THE PLAYHOUR PICTURE BOOKS. Large 4to, splendidly printed in 


Colours, in very handsome binding, cloth gilt extra, 5s:— 


J, NURSERY RHYMES, A B C BOOK. 4. CHILD'S OWN PICT BOO: 
-2. LITTLE FOLKS’ BEAUTY PICTURES, ANIMALS. seis OF 
3. LITTLE TOT’S PLEASURE BOOK. 5, THE NURSERY FRIEND. 


GRACIE GOODCHILD’S PRETTY PICTURE BOOKS, Handsomely printed 


in Colours. Coloured wrapper, 3d. each 


d.THFE PRETTY PICTURE ALPHA- | 8. THE PRETTY PICTURE PRIMER. 


BET. 4,.THE PRETTY PICTURE NURSERY 
2. THE PRETTY PICTURE A BC. EHYMEs. 


WARD, LOCK, AND CO0.’S SIXPENNY COLOURED INDESTRUCTIBLE 
OKS. Mounted on strong linen, 6d. 


1. EASY A B C BOOK, 8, EASY WORDS AND PRETTY PICTURES. 
2. LARGE LETTER A BC, 4. EASY NURSERY RHYMES. 


London: Ward, Lock, & Co., Warwick House, Dorset Buildings, Salisbury Square, B.C. 
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